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She taught as a Clinical Instructor in Medicine at the New York University Medical Center for 
several years, then made a dramatic move to be Chief of Internal Medicine at the LBJ Tropical 
Medical Center for a year.  As a former Army National Guard reservist, she transitioned to be 
Chief of Rheumatology at Tripler Army Medical Center in 1979.  To be closer to family, she left 
Active Duty and accepted a position of Associate Professor of Medicine at the West Virginia 
School of Medicine in Morgantown, West Virginia, in Rheumatology.  As the Director for the 
Clinical Skills Learning Program there, she started the first Standardized Patient Program at 
WVU.  The ‘shoestring’ program engaged community volunteers to interact and teach students 
on patient evaluation and interactions, which was a wonderful experience that reinforced 
patients as important contributors to advancing skills of our trainees, and of all physicians.  She 
felt the call of the islands and returned to Hawaii as a Professor of Medicine at UH in 2000.  
Following retirement from UH, she joined the VA Pacific Islands Health Care System as 
Associate Chief of Staff for Education, and Chief of Rheumatology, and continues her active 
involvement with the John A. Burns School of Medicine.  

She has worked for many years as a clinical rheumatologist through the University of Hawaii, 
Queen Emma Clinic and in the community, and joined VA Pacific Islands Health Care System as 
Chief of Rheumatology and Associate Chief of Staff for Professional Education on retirement 
from UH.  She continues to teach clinical skills to medical students and rheumatology to 
residents from the John A. Burns School of Medicine and Tripler Army Medical Center. 

Dr. Antonelli has published articles on rheumatology and medical education. She 
has been an ardent advocate for promoting professionalism in the teacher-learner 
relationship. Many of her articles have also dealt with teaching clinical skills and 
enhancing interviewing techniques. 

Dr. Antonelli is an active member of the Hawaii American College of Physicians Hawaii Chapter, 
and served as Chapter Governor from 2012-2017.  She was appointed by the legislature to the 
Hawaii Medical Education Council in 2020, which focuses on efforts to develop and maintain a 
vibrant health care workforce throughout the State of Hawaii.  

Over the years of her medical journey, Dr. Antonelli has seen miraculous changes in the 
diagnosis, treatment and outcomes of rheumatologic conditions, and looks forward to 
continued exciting progress in autoimmune and arthritis discovery to help people to have 
vibrant, healthy and fully mobile long lives.   
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