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Department of Surgery
• Linda Wong, MD

• transplant surgeon and Associate Chair of Research

• Christina Wai, MD
• surgical oncologist and Deputy Associate Chair of Research
• point of contact: cjwai@hawaii.edu



Clinical Sites
• Queens Medical Center (Manamana and West)
• Kaiser Moanalua Medical Center
• Kapiolani Medical Center for Women 
• Kuakini Hospital
• Straub Medical Center
• Pali Momi Medical Center



Multiple Subspecialties
• General Surgery

• cardiac, endocrine, colorectal, minimally invasive, pediatric, plastic surgery, surgical 
oncology, surgical critical care, thoracic, transplant, trauma, vascular

• Orthopedic Surgery
• Ophthalmology
• ENT



Research Programs
• Clinical outcomes

• Hawaii based patient registries and databases (trauma registry)
• Retrospective and prospective analysis
• National databases (SEER, NCDB, NSQIP)

• Translational research
• Medical technology design and development (e.g. collaboration with UH Engineering)
• Liver cancer research (in collaboration with UH Cancer Center)

• Surgical Education Research
• Orthopedic Surgery
• Retina Surgery



Research Infrastructure
• Broad range of faculty principal investigators
• Administrative support
• Departmental participation in national professional societies and meetings
• Collaboration with the Hawaii Chapter of the American College of Surgeons
• Faculty and resident mentors



Participating in Research
• Search the literature for topics of interest
• Generate questions from things you are interested in
• Talk to other medical students or residents to see what they have done
• Talk to an attending to help generate ideas
• Topics can range from quality, outcomes, surgical education and in any area 

of surgery



How to Get Involved
• Join the Surgery Interest Group (SIG)
• Check out the UH Department of Surgery website

• https://surgery.jabsom.hawaii.edu/divisions.html

• Enroll in the surgery research elective for MS4s
• contact the clerkship coordinator surgclrk@hawaii.edu for details

• Be willing to learn and work!
• Come prepared before you reach out to an attending

• update your CV and complete your CITI training
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