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What is anatomic pathology?

Anatomic (or anatomical) pathology is the branch of medicine that studies the effect of disease on

the structure of body organs, both as a whole (grossly) and microscopically. The primary role of

anatomic pathology is to identify abnormalities that can help to diagnose disease and manage

treatment. Although one of the frequent uses of anatomic pathology is to help identify and manage

various types of tumors or cancers, it is also valuable in evaluating other conditions,

including kidney and liver diseases, autoimmune disorders, and infections, for example. In fact, in

most hospitals, all tissue removed during surgery must be examined by a pathologist.

last reviewed last modified

John A. Burns School of Medicine

Department of Pathology
Research Interests

• Both a foundational science and a clinical department

• Supports medical student and residency education and research

• Foundational pathology is research into the pathogenesis of disease

• Clinical department 
• Anatomic pathology – Diagnoses on surgical and autopsy tissue specimens

• Clinical pathology – Diagnoses on blood and bodily specimens examined in the clinical 
laboratory – hematology, chemistry, microbiology, transfusion medicine
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Institute for Biogenesis Research-Center for Biomedical Research Excel-

lence (IBR-COBRE) Pilot Project Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA)

Date: March 17th, 2020 in JABSOM News

Overview:

The IBR-COBRE is funded by the NIGMS to support the development of a

center for biomedical research excellence in developmental and reproductive

biology within the Institute for Biogenesis Research.

To further that goal, and recognizing that R01 applications that are multi-PI

have a greater chance of being funded compared to single-investigator

R01s, the IBR-COBRE is offering Pilot Project Awards that will support the

development of competitive applications for external funding in the IBR by

developing collaborations between IBR faculty, and between IBR faculty and

other researchers across the campus to broaden the scope of IBR research.



Research Interests
• Queen’s Medical Center

Dr. Chris Lum – dermatopathology; molecular pathology

Dr. Koah Vierkoetter – breast pathology

• Kapi’olani Medical Center

Dr. Karen Thompson – pediatric pathology

Dr. Jeffrey Killeen – breast pathology

• Straub Medical Center

Dr. Martin Ishikawa – forensic pathology – case studies, substance death epidemiology

• Kaiser Medical Center

Dr. Stacy Honda – clinical pathology - Coagulation

Dr. Brock Kaya – neuropathology

• University of Hawaii Cancer Center

Dr. Brenda Hernandez – cancer pathogenesis in minority groups

• JABSOM Dept of Anatomy

Dr. Robert Mann – forensic anthropology (investigation of skeletal injuries and remains)

For further information, Point of Contact: Dr. David Horio, dhorio@hawaii.edu


