
JABSOM Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, December 8, 2011 

 
Senators Present: Dan Alicata (Psych), Janet Burlingame (ObGyn), Maria Chun (Surgery), Sheri Fong 
(ABP), Mariana Gerschenson (CMB), Peter Hoffman (CMB), Deborah Merritt (ABP), DeWolfe Miller 
(TMMMP), Kathy Morton (Med Tech), Claudio Nigg (PHS), Celia Ona (Psych), Andy Stenger (Med), 
Shari Tasaka (ObGyn), Jane Uyehara-Lock (Pathology), Randy Weirather (CSD), Kelley Withy (CAM) 
 
Guest: Eric Holmes, Director of Research Administration 
 
I. The meeting was called to order at 5:03 pm when a quorum was confirmed. 
 
II. Dean’s Address:  Dean Hedges could not be present for the meeting. However, 

Eric Holmes, Director of Research Administration, attended in his place to respond 
to any questions that the senators may have about the half-tenure proposal or space.  
 

III. Review Minutes of November 10, 2011.  The minutes were accepted. 
 
IV. JFS Space Committee: KW presented the JFS Space Committee 

recommendations. The primary recommendation was that the JABSOM Space 
Committee, which is currently appointed by the Dean from JABSOM 
administration, include faculty members nominated by the JABSOM Faculty 
Senate. Dr. Holmes discussed some issues regarding space – that the JABSOM 
Bylaws state that the Space Committee is advisory to the Dean, that there is a fixed 
amount of facilities and that there is a need to be dynamic with allocations 
depending on need (e.g. faculty and staff based in Leahi are being moved to reduce 
costs), that input from faculty is desired but how would this be best accomplished as 
faculty members on the Space Committee may have conflict of interest, that he did 
not receive any input from faculty after presenting the Space Committee Overview 
document at the General JABSOM Faculty meeting. Concerns were raised that the 
Dean has authority over all research space decisions but may not be familiar with 
the layout and needs of faculty in the BSB. The JFS voted whether to forward the 
JFS Space Committee recommendations to the Dean. 
ACTION: Quorum and eligibility to vote was verified, and the proposal to forward 
the JFS Space Committee recommendations to the Dean was approved 11 to 0 with 
1 abstention. 
 

V. JABSOM 0.5 FTE and Half-Tenure Fiscal Support Proposal: Dean Hedges’ 
response to the November JFS questions was distributed to senators prior to the 
meeting for discussion with their departments. There were no questions for Dr. 
Holmes. MG confirmed that the JFS voted to consider the document at the 
November JFS meeting. The motion to vote was passed. The JFS voted whether to 
approve the half-tenure proposal with caveats.  
ACTION: Quorum and eligibility to vote was verified, and the proposal with the 
caveats was approved 9 to 4 with 1 abstention. The next vote will be at the General 
JABSOM Faculty Meeting. 

 



VI. Suggested Topics for JFS Consideration: Topics for discussion at future JFS 
meetings or the General Faculty Meeting were suggested and included updates on 
the JABSOM budget, Cancer Center construction, and Kulia Grill contracts. There 
was also a request to inquire about the status of the pathology department chair 
search. In addition, it was suggested that the JFS compile input regarding fiscal and 
personnel issues that are of concern and suggestions for improvement.  
ACTION: MG will contact Dean Hedges concerning the pathology chair search 
and possible General Faculty Meeting agenda items. SF will email the senators to 
solicit input from their departments regarding fiscal and personnel issues that are of 
concern and suggestions for improvement, for discussion and compilation at our 
January meeting. 
 

VII. Announcements 
 

a. Next Meeting:  January 12, 2012, 5-6 pm  
b. Randy Weirather will be retiring and was thanked for his service on the 

JABSOM Faculty Senate. 
c. Tobacco settlement bill is on the fast track for consideration by the legislature. 
d. Senators were requested to think about nominees for JFS Vice-President and 

Secretary. Nominees for VP must be from a basic science department. Kelley 
Withy will automatically succeed Mariana Gerschenson as President in Summer 
2012. 

e. Building will be closed between the Christmas and New Year’s Day Holidays. 
f. CSD Department will be moving to the Gold Bond Building. 

 
VIII. The meeting was adjourned at 5:53 pm. 
 
 
 
 


