
JABSOM Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes  
Thursday, April 14, 2011 

 
Senators Present: Venkatraraman Balaraman (PEDS), David Curb (Geriatric MED), Sheri Fong (ABP), 
Mariana Gerschenson (CMB), Peter Hoffman (CMB), Deborah Merritt (ABP), DeWolfe Miller 
(TMMMP), Celia Ona (PSYCH), Janet Onopa (MED), Helenna Nakama (PSYCH), Walton Shim (SURG), 
Ka’imi Sinclair (NHH) 
 
Guests: Dean Hedges, Dr. Roy Magnusson 

 
I. The meeting was called to order at 5:02pm when quorum was confirmed. 

 
II. Dean’s Address and Legislative Update - 1) There was an AAMC Council of Deans 

meeting in Washington D.C. and one topic of concern was the NCRR reorganization. The 
RCMI and IDEA (COBRE, Clinical Translational Program, INBRE) programs that have 
come from NCRR has helped states with minority institutions and low amount of NIH 
funding. The current plan appears to be transfer of RCMI to NIMHD, and IDEA to 
NIGMS, but there is no guarantee of administrative support for those programs to transfer 
as well.  2) Senate bill 239 wants to decrease the amount JABSOM receives from the 
tobacco settlement fund by 1% per year until just the debt service is covered. House bill 
1330 wants to sustain the tobacco fund for JABSOM, but wants to start using the money for 
different purposes including establishing a school of public health, neighbor island training, 
and building a loan program for physicians who practice in Hawaii. In addition, the 
legislature wants more done with the physician licensing assessment besides monitoring the 
workforce. Senate bill 120 (ways and means) contains a “carve-out” for the medical school 
separate from the University budget such that JABSOM receives a 3% cut and UH Manoa 
receives a 7% cut. Neither Dean Hedges nor the Chancellor asked for a “carve-out”. 

 
III. Review minutes of March 10, 2011. The minutes were accepted with amendments. 
 
IV. Proposed Bylaws Change for Tenure and Promotion Committee Membership – This 

topic was previously brought to the senate for discussion in March. Dr. Roy Magnusson 
shared the 3/18/11 version of the proposed bylaws change that incorporates the suggestions 
from the Executive Committee. It was clarified that the APTC is advisory to the Dean and 
was created to help review material and make recommendations to the Dean that take into 
account a general standard among different departments, thus promoting fairness and equity.   
ACTION: SF will email the latest copy of the bylaws change to the Senate to take back to 
their departments. Responses should be send to SF within 2 weeks, and a final composite 
version will be disseminated for discussion and vote at the next meeting in May so it can go 
to vote at the General Faculty Meeting.  
 

V. Responsibilities of Department Chairs – Dr. Roy Magnusson has received suggestions 
from a number of people and will be reworking the document. In the interim, the draft 
version is being used by the Dean to review with the Department Chairs.  
ACTION: None   

 
VI. Announcements  

a. Welcome to Ka’imi Sinclair, new representative from Native Hawaiian Health 
b. Next meeting: May 12, 2011, 5-6pm 
  

VII. The meeting was adjourned at 6:15pm. 


