
JABSOM Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes  
Thursday, October 14, 2010 

 
Senators Present: Sheri Fong (ABP), Willie Gosnell (TMMMP), Marian Melish (PEDS), 
Helenna Nakama (PSYCH), Kelley Withy (CAM) 
 
Guests: Dr. Roy Magnusson and Dr. Patricia Blanchette 

 
I. The meeting was called to order at 5:03pm. There was no quorum for this meeting. 

 
II. Dean’s Address – the Dean could not be present for this meeting, but did meet with 

the senate executive board prior to the faculty senate meeting and requested that we 
disseminate the following information to the senators: 

a. Parking Lot A will be closed for the construction of the Cancer Center 
i. Individuals should park in Lot C 

ii. Lot C will no longer be available to individuals not affiliated with 
JABSOM/UH Manoa 

iii. Also, per Dr. Blanchette, UCERA has covered parking at the Gold 
Bond Building for $100/month 

b. The General JABSOM Faculty Meeting will be November 9 at 5:30pm.  
c. Internal Giving Campaign has raised $120,000 so far 
 

III. Review minutes of September 9, 2010 – this was not done at the meeting because 
lack of quorum. The minutes with minor amendments were approved and accepted 
by email vote. 

 
IV. UCERA – Dr. Roy Magnusson and Dr. Patricia Blanchette were invited to present 

an update on UCERA. Many medical schools have a faculty practice plan, which 
provides the necessary faculty for 3rd and 4th year medical students as well as 
graduate medical education of the resident physicians. Key points that were shared: 
1) The UH Board of Regents approved the affiliation agreement between 
UH/JABSOM and UCERA. This allows the transfer of funds/support between 
UCERA and JABSOM. 2) UCERA has a balanced budget for last year and 2 
months into the current fiscal year. UCERA is currently ahead by $1 million and is 
building towards a 90-day cash reserve that would allow for the payment of faculty 
and staff when insurance payments are slow. There is a 2% Dean’s Tax on gross 
revenue, 8% administrative fee on revenue for support services (administrative 
costs of the practice plan have been improved), 8.4% coding/billing fee on revenue, 
and an additional fee for Departments to provide extra services. Excess funds are 
credited to the department that generates it. Malpractice premium is part of the 
practice expenses. 3) Departments that have joined UCERA include the Hawaii 
Surgery, Native Hawaiian Health, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Psychiatry and some 
faculty in Internal Medicine. Complementary and Alternative Medicine is pending, 
and Pediatrics has their own faculty practice plan. In addition, UCERA is in 
discussion with the UH Manoa School of Nursing to join UCERA. 

 ACTION: None, for information only. 



 
V. Faculty Questionnaire – Two papers were provided by Helenna Nakama to the 

senators: “Medical School Faculty Discontent: Prevalence and Predictors of Intent 
to Leave Academic Careers” and “Attitudes of Clinical Faculty About Career 
Progress, Career Success and Recognition, and Commitment to Academic 
Medicine”. The Senate would like to develop a survey for faculty who are leaving 
JABSOM. Helenna Nakama offered to head this project, and Willie Gosnell 
volunteered to assist. The Dean, during discussion with the JFS Executive Board 
prior to the JFS meeting, approved of the survey concept and requested that Dr. Roy 
Magnusson and Dr. Richard Kasuya be involved to provide input. 
ACTION: Helenna Nakama and Willie Gosnell will present an update of the 
Faculty Questionnaire for the December meeting of the JABSOM Faculty Senate. 
We will seek input from Drs. Magnusson and Kasuya. 

 
VI. JFS Slideshow – The JABSOM Faculty Senate Executive Board requested 10 

minutes at the General Faculty Meeting to present information regarding the JFS. 
Kelley Withy developed the slides with amendments and formatting by Sheri Fong. 
The Dean, during discussion with the JFS Executive Board prior to the JFS 
meeting, had minor amendments to the slides. Since there was lack of quorum, the 
slides were distributed to the senators by email for feedback. 
ACTION: Sheri Fong distributed the slide presentation for the General JABSOM 
Faculty Meeting for feedback from the senators. It was approved with minor 
amendments. 

 
VII. Future Issues – Dr. Roy Magnusson mentioned two issues that he would like to 

bring back to the JABSOM Faculty Senate in the future. First, the document that 
describes the role of a department chair at JABSOM needs to be updated to be 
consistent with UHPA. Second, JABSOM needs a document that defines resident 
physicians as post-graduate students of JABSOM so that faculty can be credited for 
supervision of residents and graduate medical education. 
ACTION: None, for information only. 

 
VIII. Announcements 

a. The General Faculty Meeting will be on November 9, 2010  
b. Welcome the new senator joining us from this October: Willie Gosnell 

(Tropical Medicine, Medical Microbiology and Pharmacology). No 
representatives yet from 3 departments: Native Hawaiian Health, Ob-Gyn, 
Pathology. 

c. Next Meeting:  December 9, 2010, 5-6 pm  
 

IX. The meeting was adjourned at 6:08pm. 


